




















































































































































Recommended Amendments to the Becker County Zoning Ordinance 

Proposed language is indicated by underline. Language to be removed has been “strike-throughed”. 

Proposal #  1.) Chapter 8, Section 17 – Cannabis: To amend requirements for the 

production and retail sales of cannabis. 

B.  Performance Standards. 

a.  Setbacks. Cannabis businesses, except retail, are subject to the 

following setbacks: 

1.     1,000 feet from a school. 

11.    500 feet from a church, daycare, library or a residence on an 

adjacent property. 

111.    500 feet from a residential treatment facility. 

1v.  500 feet from a park, playground, or athletic field. 

1. 100 feet from any property line or road right-of-way. This 

requirement applies to any part of the cannabis business 

except parking. 

Setbacks shall be measured from property lines. 

 

b.   Cannabis Cultivation. 

i.   Cultivation   is   subject   to   the   following   performance 

standards: 

ii.  Cultivation and Operations Plan. A business licensed or 

authorized to cultivate cannabis must prepare, maintain, and 

execute an operating plan and a cultivation plan, which must 

include but is not limited to: 

1.  Site P l a n .  Detailing s ize  and  layout  of  

facility, including size and layout of the cultivation 

facility. 

2.   Security. Provisions for fencing and lighting. 
 

3.   Solid Waste. A plan to destroy all cannabis 

plant material and cannabis byproduct to render 

it unusable. Waste material must be stored in a 

secure location. Cannabis waste material 

shall not be incinerated. 
 

 

 

c.   Manufacture and Wholesale. 

i.  Manufacture and Wholesale are subject to the following 

performance standards: 



ii. Facility and Operations Plan. A business licensed or 

authorized to manufacture and wholesale cannabis and 

cannabis related products must prepare, maintain, and 

execute a facility and operations plan, which must include 

but is not limited to: 

1.  Site P l a n .  Detailing size  and  layout  of  facility, 

including s i ze   and  layout  of  the  

manufacturing facility. 

2.   Security. Provisions for fencing and lighting. 

6.   Solid Waste. A plan to destroy all 

cannabis plant material and cannabis 

byproduct to render it unusable. Waste 

material must be stored in a secure location. 

Cannabis waste material shall not be 

incinerated. 

 

 

d.  Retail. 

i.   The retail sale of cannabis and related cannabis products is 

subject to the following performance standards: 

ii.  Business and Operations Plan. A retail business licensed or 

authorized to sell cannabis and cannabis related products 

must prepare, maintain, and execute a business plan, which 

must include but is not limited to: 
1. Hours of Operation. 8:00AM to 9:00PM Monday 

through Saturday and 10:00 AM to 9:00PM Sunday. 

2.   Site P l a n .  Detailing s i ze  and layout of facility, 

including size and layout of the retail facility. 

9.  Solid Waste. A plan to destroy all cannabis 

plant material and   cannabis   byproduct   

to   render   it unusable. Waste material must 

be stored in a secure location. Cannabis waste 

material shall not be incinerated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Proposal # 2.) Chapter 6, Section 8, and Chapter 11, Section 2 - Definitions. Retaining 

Walls. 

Section 8 Retaining Walls A. Pre-application Meeting. In order to avoid costly revisions of 

retaining wall plans, the property owner and/or contractor may have a preliminary on-site 

meeting with the Environmental Review Technical Panel. The preliminary meeting is to insure 

that the applicant is informed of the procedural requirements or limitations imposed by the 

ordinances. The property owner and/or contractor may present a conceptual plan to the Zoning 

Office to have a meeting scheduled with the Environmental Review Technical Panel. 

B. Conditional Use Permit. A conditional use permit is required to place a retaining wall 

structure in a shore impact zone or a bluff impact zone or replace an existing failing retaining 

wall and will not be issued unless; 1. The retaining wall is designed to correct an established 

shoreland erosion problem; 2. The retaining wall is suitable given the demonstrated shoreland 

usage needs; 3. The retaining wall may be required to be designed by a registered professional 

engineer or landscape architect, depending on the scope of the project; and 4. The dimensions of 

the retaining wall are the minimum necessary to control the shoreland erosion problem. 

Retaining walls located in the Pelican River Watershed District or Cormorant Lakes Watershed 

District do not require a permit from Becker County and will be reviewed and considered by the 

Cormorant Lakes Watershed District in which it is located. 

Section 8 Retaining Walls. 

A. A Retaining Wall Under Two Feet in Height. Retaining walls under two feet in height 

shall not require a permit from the Becker County Zoning Office unless the project will 

include more than ten cubic yards of land alteration in the shore or bluff impact zone or 

more than fifty cubic yards outside of the shore or bluff impact zone. 

B. A Retaining Wall Between Two Feet and Four Feet in Height. Retaining walls 

between two feet and four feet in height shall follow the recommendations of Becker 

County Soil and Water and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Area 

Hydrologist. A land alteration permit is required from the Becker County Zoning Office. 

Retaining walls outside of the shore or bluff impact zone shall not require a permit if the 

total land alteration disturbed is under fifty cubic yards. 

C. A Retaining Wall Above Four Feet in Height. Retaining walls exceeding four feet in 

height shall require a conditional use permit and engineered plan. Tiered walls shall be 

considered one wall for height measuring purposes unless they are each separated by 

horizontal distance of three times the distance of the height of the lower wall. Retaining 

walls outside of the shore or bluff impact zone are exempt from a conditional use permit. 

However, a land alteration permit shall be required for those projects exceeding over fifty 

cubic yards of land alteration. 

D. Retaining Wall Setbacks. Retaining walls shall be exempt from the setbacks of the 

Becker County Zoning Ordinance but shall not be placed within a road right-of-way. 

 



Definition: Retaining Wall. A wall or similar structure designed and constructed to hold back 

and prevent lateral movement of earth or other landscaping materials. Landscape edging, less 

than 6 inches tall, is not considered a retaining wall. 

 

Proposal # 3.) Chapter 8, Section 14 – Land Alteration Permit. 

F. Conditional Use Permit. Any alteration to a Public Water Course shall require a 

conditional use permit. 

 

*The entirety of the Zoning Ordinance is subject to change as the amendments may affect more than 

one chapter or section. 
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