
BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   
Regular Meeting  

Date: Tuesday, April 7, 2026 at 8:15 AM  
Location:  Board Room, Courthouse 

or 
Virtual TEAMS Meeting Option 

Call-In #: 763-496-5929 - Conference I.D.: 282 180 90# 
7:00 Quarterly Joint Governance Meeting - Hosted by Detroit Lakes Chamber of Commerce - DL 

Police Dept. Community Room -807 Summit Ave. 
8:15 Call the Board Meeting to Order: Board Chair Jepson 

1. Pledge of Allegiance

8:20 Regular Business 
1. Agenda Confirmation
2. Minutes of March 17, 2026  3

8:25 Consent Agenda 
1. Auditor-Treasurer: Regular Claims, Auditor Warrants, and Claims over 90 Days  6
2. Auditor-Treasurer: License List  7
3. Human Services: Regular Claims, Public Health, and Transit
4. Auditor-Treasurer: Resolution 04-26-1A - Detroit Lakes Lions Club - August 6-8, 2026 - Gambling

at Soo Pass Ranch in Lake View Twp  8
5. Auditor-Treasurer: Purchase Request - Election Equipment  9
6. Recorder: Purchase Request: Plot Wave Scanner  12
7. Land Use:Environmental - Resolution 04-26-1C - Waste Hauler License - Zayic Concrete  17

8:30 Commissioners 
1. Open Forum
2. Reports and Correspondence
3. Appointments
4. Discussion and Update on Leadership Pay - Commissioners Nelson and Meyer
5. Becker County Food Pantry

a) Presentation of Beckerbay Funds
b) Food Pantry Updates: presented by Dale Storey and Liz Lilja

6. Informational: Spring Township Association Meeting - April 9, 2026 at 6:00 pm  19

9:00 Human Resources 
1. Resolution 04-26-1C - Temporary Office Support - Assessor's Office  20
2. Job Description: Parks and Recreation Maintenance Lead  21

9:10 Highway 
1. Resolution 04-26-1B - Bid Award - 003-639-018  24
2. Capital Request - (2) 1/2 Ton Pickups  25

9:15 EDA 
1. Resolution 04-26-1F - Bid Award - Exterior Renovation of a Multi-Family Building and Garage -
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RFP 26-01  8
2. Set a Public Hearing Date for the Housing Trust Fund Ordinance - April 21, 2026 at 9:00 am  42

9:20 Land Use/Environmental Services 
1. 245th Ave - Road Update  45

a) Resolution 04-26-1E : Securing 245th Ave according to MPCA Requirements  48

9:40 Planning & Zoning 
1. Planning Commission Recommendations 03/25/2026 49

a) Vertical Bridge on behalf of Justin Aschnewitz - Request a Conditional Use Permit for a two
hundred sixty (260) foot guyed tower with a nine (9) foot lightning rod

b) Vertical Bridge on behalf of Steven & Leah Lymburner - Request a Conditional Use Permit for a
one hundred ninety (190) foot self-support tower with a nine (9) foot lightning rod

Adjourn 
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BOARD MEETING AS POSTED 

BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

DATE: TUESDAY, March 17, 2026 at 8:15 am 

LOCATION: Board Room, Courthouse 

1. Meeting was brought to order by Chair Jepson. Commissioners in attendance: Jepson,

Hansen, Meyer, Vareberg and Nelson, County Administrator Carrie Smith, and minute

taker Peggy Martin.

2. Pledge of Allegiance.

Agenda/Minutes: 

1. Agenda – Motion and second to approve the agenda (Meyer, Nelson) carried.

2. Minutes – Motion and second to approve minutes of March 3, 2026 with the requested

changes (Nelson, Meyer) carried.

Consent Agenda 

1. Motion and second to approve and accept the following Consent Agenda Items:

Auditor-Treasurer: Regular Claims, Auditor Warrants and Claims over 90 Days, License

renewals for the following: Combination On/Off Sale w/Sundays – Renewal – Tri-Lakes

Roadhouse – Gabe Line – Cormorant Twp, Jack Pines Resort – Jacob Prouty – Carsonville

Twp, Toad Lake Store – Cynthia Knoll, On Sale w/Sundays – Renewal – Zoo on 22 –

Jennifer Goering – Lake Eunice Twp, Hotel Shoreham – Cole Hanson – Lake View Twp,

Osage Bait & Tackle – Peggy Branstrom – Osage Twp, Pit 611 – Mike Williams – Lake

Eunice Twp, We Fest – Richard Mithun – Lake View Twp, Detroit Country Club – Thomas

Dolby – Lake View Twp, Off-Sale – Renewal – Seven Sisters Spirits – Brad Malmstrom –

Lake View Twp, 3.2 Off-Sale Renewal – Osage Bait & Tackle – Peggy Branstrom – Osage

Twp, Resolution 03-26-2B – Cormorant Lions Club at Cormorant Community Center in

Cormorant Twp on August 15, 2026, Human Services: Regular Claims, Public Health, &

Transit, Region IV Interagency Early Intervention Committee $500 Donation, Highway –

Resolution 03-26-2C – MnDOT LRIP Agreement SP 003-622-040 & SP 117-090-002, Land

Use: NRM – Approve Spring 2026 Timber Auction Tracts, Environmental – Permit

Reissuance for Solid Waste Permit SW-311, Resolution 03-26-2D – Supporting PLMSWA

Capital Project (Meyer, Hansen) carried.

Commissioners: 

1. Open Forum:
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• None.

2. Reports and Correspondence: Reports were provided on the following meetings:

• Commissioner Nelson – MRC, AMC, Joint Meeting.

• Commissioner Meyer – RAC, AMC, Dancing Sky, Historical Society.

• Commissioner Hansen – RAC, MRC, AMC, Opioid Advisory Council.

• Commissioner Vareberg – Joint Meeting, Human Services, NRM.

• Commissioner Jepson – AMC, Opioid Advisory Council, Human Services, EDA

Housing.

3. Appointments.

• Motion and second to approve the following to the Planning & Zoning Board of

Adjustments thru December 31, 2026: Del King (District 1), Kohl Skalin (District 4),

Roger Boatman (District 5) and Larry Knutson (Member at Large) (Vareberg,

Hansen) carried

• Motion and second to approve the following to the Planning Commission thru

December 31, 2026: Harvey Aho and Nancy Bachmann (District 1), Tommy Ailie

(District 2), John Okeson (District 3), Dave Blomseth (District 4), Jeff Moritz and

Kim Mattson (District 5) (Nelson, Meyer) carried.

Public Hearing: Auditor-Treasurer: Elected to Appointed Position. 

1. Motion and second to open the Public Hearing at 9:02 am (Meyer, Hansen) carried.

2. Public Hearing Testimony.

• The following voiced their support for maintaining the Auditor-Treasurer as an

elected official: Dave Knoph, Gerry Schram, Sue Sonnenberg, Bill Henke, Marty

Solmo, Sandy Gunderson, Roger Winter, Nicole LeDoux, Lowell Deede, Roger

Boyce, Perry Bersek, Tom Bergren, James Jirava, and Joe Knoph.

• Letters and emails received in the Administration Office showing support for

maintaining the Auditor-Treasurer as an elected official: Becker County Township

Association Board of Directors, Toad Lake Township Supervisors, and Walworth

Township.

• Comments submitted via the Online link: 41 total comments, 36 in favor of

keeping the Auditor-Treasurer and elected position and 5 in favor of making it an

appointed position.

3. Motion and second to close the Public Hearing at 9:31 am (Meyer, Nelson) carried.

4. Discussion regarding the pros and cons of elected vs appointed auditor-treasurer.

5. Motion and second to keep the Auditor-Treasurer an elected position (Nelson, Meyer)

carried.
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Becker Soil & Water Conservation District – presented by Karl Koenig and Brandon Gill. 

1. AIS Program Update.

• Last full payment in December.

• Reduction in funding but still maintaining administrative costs at 20%.

2. Motion and second to approve the Delegation Agreement for Watercraft Inspections

2026 (Nelson, Meyer) carried.

3. County Ag Inspector Update.

• Weed Free Gravel Pit Program Update – since 2009 over 75% reduction in noxious

weeds.

• Goals for 2026 – Increased local week inspector involvement, increase cost share

herbicide recipients, collaborate with Mitch Lundeen, heightened focus on

noxious weeds.

County Administrator: presented by Carrie Smith. 

1. County Commission Notification-City of Detroit Lakes-Tax Increment Financing (TIF)

District No 1-1: Lincoln Apartments – presented by Hope Williams.

• Motion and second to wave the 30 days’ notice for the TIF District No 1-1: Lincoln

Apartments (Meyer, Vareberg) carried.

2. Report.

• Beckerbay opens at noon.

• Kudos to Stacey Cresswell for being helpful to the public, and to Jona Jacobson for

plowing for an emergency medical situation outside of working hours.

• Landfill Road: Firming up final numbers for fencing and gates.

3. Resolution 03-26-2A – Make the Position of County Auditor-Treasurer appointed rather

than elected. No action taken. Position stays elected.

4. Joint Governance Meeting April 7 at 7:00 am hosted by the Chamber of Commerce.

5. Work Session April 14th at 9:30 am.

Being no further business, Board Chair Jepson adjourned the meeting at 11:01 am. 

/s/_______Carrie Smith _____________  /s/ ______Erica Jepson______________ 

 Carrie Smith  Erica Jepson 

 County Administrator Board Chair 
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Finance Committee Meeting  

Date: Monday, April 6, 2026 at 8:30 AM  

Location: 1st Floor – Board Meeting Room - Courthouse 

915 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 

Auditor-Treasurer 

1. Regular Claims, Auditor Warrants, & Over 90 Days

2. Human Services Regular Claims, Public Health, & Transit

3. Purchase Request: Election Equipment

Human Resources 

1. Resolution 04-26-1C - Temporary Office Support - Assessor's Office

2. Job Description: Parks and Recreation Maintenance Lead

Recorder 

1. Purchase Request: Plot Wave Scanner

Highway 

1. Resolution 04-26-1B - Bid Award 003-639-018

2. Capital Request - (2) 1/2 Ton Pickups

EDA 

1. Resolution 04-26-1F - Bid Award -

Land Use/Environmental Services 

1. Personnel Request - FT Truck Driver

2. 245th Ave - Road Discussion

Adjourn 
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RESOLUTION NO.  04-26-1A 

 

MINNESOTA LAWFUL GAMBLING RESOLUTION 

 

 

RESOLVED, the Becker County Board of County Commissioners agree to approve the 

Gambling Application #LG220 for Exempt Permit to conduct Gambling for a raffle and 

Bingo August 6-8, 2026 by Detroit Lakes Lions Club, at Soo Pass Ranch, 25526 County 

Hwy22, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501, in Lake View Township. 

 

Duly adopted at Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, this 7th day of April 2026.  

 

 

ATTEST:                                                              COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

  Erica Jepson                   
                                   Chair 

 

  

State of Minnesota) 

                                 )   

 County of Becker ) 

 

 

I, the undersigned, being the duly elected, qualified and Auditor-Treasurer for the 

County of Becker, State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is true and 

correct copy of a resolution passed and adopted by the County Board of 

Commissioners at a meeting held April 7, 2026, as recorded in the record of 

proceedings. 

 

                                                                    

                                                                                  

  Becker County Auditor-Treasurer 

 

MEH/mco 

 

SEAL 
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Capital Improvement Expenditure Request Form 

 

Date Requested: 03/19/2026 

 

Department:  Auditor-Treasurer 

 

   Department Head: Mary Hendrickson 

 

 

EXPLANATION OF THE REQUEST 

 

Purpose/Need:  Purchase 12 Electronic Poll Books for 2026 Elections. These will be 

used for Cities and Townships August Primary and November General Election. 

 

REQUEST AMOUNT:  $ 25,560.00 

 

Savings Achieved (Dollar Amount/Time/ Efficiency): There are 2 Federal and 

State elections in 2026. Staff print paper rosters for each precinct before each election. 

After the election they enter and scan the rosters to enter voter history, the current process 

takes weeks to complete. This could be completed in days with new equipment. 

 

Are There Sufficient Funds In Your Budget?   

Yes     ☒ No     ☐ 

 
Is this included in your department’s 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan?  

Yes     ☒ No     ☐ 

 

Action Taken (If different than request): We would continue to print rosters and 

manually scan the voter history. 

 

Date Request Completed:  Click or tap to enter a date. 

 

*  This form must be completed and sent to the County Administrator for any request of Capital   

    Improvement Purchase.  
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Capital Improvement Expenditure Request Form 

 

Date Requested:  3/25/2026 

 

Department:  Recorder 

 

   Department Head: Susan Syvertson 

 

 

EXPLANATION OF THE REQUEST 

 

Purpose/Need:  Purchase Canon imagePROGRAF TZ-32000 MFP Z36 to replace Oce 

300 plot wave scanner/printer due to broken drum & developer.  Unable to print, only 

scanning function works.  Cost to repair of obsolete machine was estimated at $4,036.65   

 

REQUEST AMOUNT:  $ 14,776.72 + $738.28 (5%) for possible 

incidentals, shipping, installation, etc.  Maximum request = $15,515.00 

 

Savings Achieved (Dollar Amount/Time/ Efficiency): Click or tap here to enter 

text. 

 

Are There Sufficient Funds In Your Budget?   

Yes     ☒ No     ☐ 

 

Is this included in your department’s 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan?  

Yes     ☒ No     ☐ 

Please explain further, if necessary:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

Action Taken (If different than request): Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

Date Request Completed:  3/25/2026 

 

*  This form must be completed and sent to the County Administrator for any request of Capital   

    Improvement Purchase.  
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Becker County Recorder
Tommy Schyma
tschyma@libertybusiness.com
(763)-258-9904

Proposal Issued
03/23/2026
This Offer Will 
Self-Destruct On
04/22/2026
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Qty Manufacturer Model Description
1 Canon imagePROGRAF TZ-32000 MFP Z36 (with 1 year warranty) imagePROGRAF TZ-32000 MFP Z36 (with 1 year warranty)

Service Agreement
A Images B Images C Images D Images E Images

Volume Overage Volume Overage Volume Overage Volume Overage Volume Overage
imagePROGRAF TZ-32000 MFP Z36
(with 1 year warranty) 156 0.26800 6 0.42491 0.73628 1.01589 2.18929

36 Month 48 Month 60 Month
Monthly Lease and Service Investment $544.01 $465.99 $366.10

Outright Purchase Price $14,776.72
Service Agreement billed Monthly $45.00 + overages

*Estimated one time lease documentation fee $150. Quote includes installation, setup, training, and removal of current equipment. Monthly Lease Investment price includes
service. Estimate does not include sales tax. Service agreement covers parts, labor, travel, and toner.

We’re not your cable guy. Expect a phone call, email, or
in-person visit within four business hours of a service issue.
*with service agreement

Confidential: The phrases, figures, and circumstances held
within this proposal are fully confidential between the
intended parties. It shall not be disclosed to any party
external to the extended parties.

Approval of Recommendation  
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Becker County Recorder

Escalations – 10% Year over Year

Overages – Quarterly

No Help Desk Fee

No Supply Delivery Fee

Proof of Insurance (if leased):
Must Provide to Leasing Company Or Get Charged

Lease with Agreement
Billing Starts the 5th or 20th, Prorated accordingly

End Of Term Notice:
No Automatic Renewal for 12 Months, Need a 60 
Day Notice

Origination Fee For Lease (if leased):
Estimated at $150 One-Time Fee on First Bill

Service contract:
 4-Hour Response Time
 Parts, Labor, Travel, Toner, Ink, Help

Desk
 Annual Reviews

 Flexible Service Adjustments
Once Per Year

FM Audit:
 Monitors Toner Level then Auto

Ships
 Pushes Meter Reads Automatically
 If Higher Usage Month, Please

Contact Us

Frictionless Setup:
Address Book, IP Addresses and Drivers

Delivery Of New Equipment

Shipment Of Old Equipment
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION 04-26-1C 

Becker County Solid Waste Hauler License 
 
 
WHEREAS, The Becker County Solid Waste Management Ordinance that requires commercial 
waste haulers be licensed annually by the Becker County Board of Commissioners,  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Becker 
County, Minnesota hereby approve the application for a license to commercially haul solid 
waste in Becker County in 2026 to Zayic Concrete, Inc. with the provision that the applicant 
must meet all the licensing requirements of the Becker County Solid Waste Ordinance prior to 
receiving a license certificate. 
 
Duly adopted this 7th day of May 2026, at Detroit Lakes, Minnesota. 
 
 

      COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
            Becker County, Minnesota 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/             Carrie Smith                /s/                    Erica Jepson    
                 Carrie Smith                               Erica Jepson 
              County Administrator                                Board Chair 
 
 
State of Minnesota) 
         ) ss 
County of Becker   )  
 
 
I, the undersigned being the duly appointed and qualified County Administrator for the County of 
Becker, State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a 
Resolution passed, adopted, and approved by the County Board of Commissioners at a meeting 
held this 7th day of April 2026, as recorded in the record of proceedings. 
 
 
 
 
  ______________________________ 
  Carrie Smith 
  County Administrator 
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S:\SOLID WASTE\LICENSE-HAULERS\F O R M S\LICENSE- 2023 Hauling.doc 

 

State of Minnesota       License Number 34 
County of Becker          

 

BECKER COUNTY SOLID WASTE 
COLLECTION LICENSE 

 

Zayic Concrete, Inc has now met all the laws required by state and county to 
collect and transport solid waste in Becker County. 
  
This License is granted for the term from January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2026 
to conduct the business of Solid Waste Collection & Transportation to the Becker 
County Landfill and Transfer Station. 
                   

          ____________________________ 
           Steve Skoog, Administrator   
          Becker Co. Environmental Services  
 

Dated: ____________                               ____________________________________ 

          Chairman, Becker County  
                                                       Board of Commissioners
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To: Becker County Township Officers     Date: February 26th, 2026 

From:  Becker County Township Association Directors    

Mark your calendars for a meeting of the Becker County Township Association.  The meeting will be held on April 

9th, 2026, at 6:00 pm.  The meeting will be held at the Becker County Courthouse-3rd floor Jury Assembly Room, 

915 Lake Ave Detroit Lakes, Minnesota.  Registration is from 5:30 to 6:00 pm.  The meeting will start promptly at 

6:00 pm.   

Possible Agenda 

  Erica Jepson    County Board Chairperson 

Mary Hendrickson   Auditor/Treasurer 

Todd Glander    Sheriff 

Steve Skoog    Environmental Services/Recycling 

Jim Olson    County Engineer 

Jona Jacobson    Maintenance Superintendent 

Vance Bachmann    District Representative 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend!!   Note the time change!   

• Discussion of Becker County Township Association due increase ($50 per township) 

Note: This letter is being sent only to one officer in your township so please inform the other officers in your 

township of this meeting. 

Sincerely, 

Your board of directors 

Roger Winter (chairman) 

Claudia Hanson 

Heather Anderson (clerk) 

Jim Jirava 

Harry Aho 
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
RESOLUTION 04-26-1D 

Temporary Hire for Assessor’s Office 
 
 
WHEREAS, a Temporary Full-Time Office Support Staff is requested for a two month 
duration at a pay rate of $19.00 per hour, and; 
 
WHEREAS, an employee of the Assessor’s Office is on leave and there is a consistent 
workload to assist with office support duties by answering phones, scheduling 
appointments, logging documents as received, ect. and;  
 
WHEREAS, there will be an approximate savings of $1,750 during the two month period 
with the difference between the regular employee’s pay rate and the temporary rate 
and;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County Commissioners of 
Becker County, Minnesota, approves the hire of a temporary office support staff for a 
three month period. 
 
Duly adopted this 7th day of April 2026, at Detroit Lakes, MN. 
 

      COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
            Becker County, Minnesota 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/             Carrie Smith             /s/      Erica Jepson    
                 Carrie Smith      Erica Jepson 
                 County Administrator                             Board Chair 
 
 
State of Minnesota ) 
         ) ss 
County of Becker   )  
 
 
I, the undersigned being the duly appointed and qualified County Administrator for the 
County of Becker, State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of a Resolution passed, adopted, and approved by the County Board of 
Commissioners at a meeting held April 7th, 2026, as recorded in the record of 
proceedings. 
 
   
  ______________________________ 
  Carrie Smith 
  County Administrator   
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Position Summary 
The Parks and Recreation Maintenance Lead is responsible for the maintenance and operations of County 
maintained recreational lands in Becker County.  Areas of responsibilities include but are not limited to the maintenance 
of county parks and recreational areas, cleanup and maintenance of State and County owned public water accesses, 
County maintained forest roads and trails, and tax forfeited property maintenance.  

Essential Duties and Responsibilities 
Parks and Recreation Management and Maintenance 

• Identifies and Investigates problem areas and issues, researches costs to avoid or resolves issues and prepares 
request for approval.  

• Assist in oversight of parks and recreation development, contract supervision and construction.  
• Assist in planning and managing park maintenance schedules, facility use, and reservations. 
• Conduct OHV trail monitoring and scheduled maintenance. 
• Provide coordination and communication between County staff and recreation clubs. 
• Assist supervisor in annual reporting requirements for County Recreation programs. 
• Maintain county owned recreational property such as parks and recreational infrastructure.  
• Maintain county owned equipment and machinery.   
• Assist staff with recreational based planning and implementation efforts. 
• Provide website updates and compile data as requested. 

 

Natural Resource Management 
• Forest Road and Trail Maintenance to include filling potholes and washouts, removing beaver dams, replacing 

culverts, brushing along forest roads. 
• Responsible for securing and managing the cleanup and maintenance of tax forfeit properties. 
• Sign monitoring and maintenance. 
• Environmental Services backup Machine Operator 

 
Supervision and Leadership 

• Assist supervisor with recruitment, training, and supervision of seasonal workers.  
• Assist supervisor with oversight and administration of contracted projects.  
• Attends and contributes to educational opportunities, meetings, and professional committees or groups. 
• Monitors law changes and best practices pertaining to the department activities. 
• Performs other duties as assigned or apparent. 

 
Qualifications  

 
Education Requirements: High school diploma or GED. Parks and Recreation Management, Grounds Maintenance, 
Heavy Equipment, and Mechanical experience is preferred. 

 

 

 

Classification:   Parks and Recreation Maintenance Lead, Grade 5      
Department: Environmental Services 
Reports to: Natural Resources Manager Supervisor – Land Commissioner                                                                            
FLSA Classification: Non-Exempt 
Union Status: Teamsters Courthouse 
Board Approved:  
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Requirements: 
• Valid MN driver’s license required. 
• Ability to operate and maintain department equipment and vehicles. 
• Ability to communicate effectively, orally and in writing, and have strong positive public relations skills. 

 
Physical Demands and Working Conditions 

• Work is performed in the field setting and some office related responsibilities. 
• Exposure to weather, machines and outdoors conditions. 
• Work is moderate duty with the ability to lift, carry or push up to 60 pounds.  
• May be exposed to various atmospheric conditions such as odors, dusts, insects, poor ventilation, fumes, 

inclement weather, etc. 
Equipment Utilized 

• Office equipment, pickup and trailer, snowplow, ATV, snowmobile, chainsaw, grounds maintenance equipment, 
tractor, excavator, skid steer, and other heavy equipment as needed. 

 
Competencies Common to all County Positions 

• Develop, maintain a thorough working knowledge of, and comply with all departmental and applicable County 
policies and procedures. 

• Demonstration by personal example the spirit of service, excellence, and integrity expected from all staff. 
• Develop respectful and cooperative working relationships with co-workers, including willing assistance to 

newer staff so job responsibilities can be performed with confidence as quickly as possible. 
• Confer regularly with and keep immediate supervisor informed of all important matters which pertain to the 

applicable job functions and responsibilities. 
• Represent Becker County in a professional manner to the public, outside contacts and constituencies. 
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Engineer's Estimate = $4,984,235.20

Contractor Bid Bond 
Addendum 

Ackknowledged
Total

% Over/Under 

Estimate

R.J. Zavoral and Sons, Inc. X X $4,020,177.22 19.34% UNDER

Mark Sand & Gravel Co. X X $4,300,895.34 13.71% UNDER

Central Specialties Inc. X X $4,500,418.73 9.71% UNDER

Anderson Brothers Const. Co. X X $4,885,523.19 1.98% UNDER

Duininck, Inc. X X $5,165,358.18 3.63% OVER

Knife River Materials-N MN X X $5,177,877.47 3.89% OVER

SAP 003-639-018 and SAP 003-640-008

BID TABULATION  -  BID OPENING MARCH 24, 2026

BECKER COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION 04-26-1B 

Bid Award 
SAP 003-639-018 & SAP 003-640-008 

 
WHEREAS, a bid in the amount of $4,020,177.22 from RJ Zavoral & Sons, Inc., of East Grand Forks, MN, was 
the low bid received in the bid letting on March 24, 2026 for Milling, Reclaiming, Bituminous Surfacing and 
Aggregate Shouldering on CSAH 39, from CSAH 36 to TH 34 and on CSAH 40, from CSAH 38 to East County 
Line. 
 
WHEREAS, the bid is considered reasonable and is 19.34% under the engineer’s estimate; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Becker County hereby awards a contract to the low bidder, RJ Zavoral 
& Sons, Inc of East Grand Forks, MN 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Chairman and County Administrator are hereby authorized and 
directed, on behalf of Becker County to execute and enter into said contract. 
 
Duly adopted this 7th day of April 2026, at Detroit Lakes, MN. 
 

      COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
            Becker County, Minnesota 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/  Carrie Smith_____         /s/    Erica Jepson  
       Carrie Smith                              Erica Jepson 
       County Administrator                                  Board Chair 
 
 
State of Minnesota ) 
         ) ss 
County of Becker   )  
 
I, the undersigned being the duly appointed and qualified County Administrator for the County of Becker, 
State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution passed, 
adopted, and approved by the County Board of Commissioners at a meeting held April 7, 2026, as recorded in 
the record of proceedings. 
 
 
  ___________________________________    
  Carrie Smith, County Administrator  
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Becker County 
Economic Development Authority 

 
TO: BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

CC:  CARRIE SMITH, ADMINISTRATOR 

FROM: CODY PIPER, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

DATE: APRIL 7th, 2026 

REQUEST: ACCEPT BID AWARD FOR EDA RFP 26-01 
 

 

BACKGROUND: 

The Becker County EDA solicited proposal for the renovation of its property located at 401 Maple Avenue 
West, Frazee, MN 56544. The EDA received bids and reviewed them pursuant to the proposal. The EDA 
recommended and accepted the bid identified in the attached resolution. 

 

BOARD ACTION REQUESTED:  

The EDA recommends the County accept the bid proposal resolution 04-26-1F and authorizes EDA staff 
to execute post award process. EDA recommends final award amount to be supported through 
previously identified and allocated Statewide Affordable Housing Aid funds. 

 

THROUGH: 

Housing Subcommittee  
Economic Development Authority Board  
Finance Committee 
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BECKER COUNTY  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

RESOLUTION NO. 03-26B 
 

RESOLUTION TO AWARD REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) EXTERIOR RENOVATION 
OF A MULTI-FAMILY BUILDING AND GARAGE 

WHEREAS, the Becker County Economic Development Authority (“EDA”) issued a Request for 
Proposals (RFP 26-01) at 401 Maple Ave West, Frazee, Minnesota, 56544; and 

WHEREAS, the EDA received and publicly opened proposals in accordance with the official 
notice on March 6, 2026 at 1:30 pm; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposals were reviewed and evaluated by the EDA Housing Subcommittee to 
ensure accuracy and compliance with technical aspects and proposal requirements; and  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Timberland Exteriors, LLC has been 
identified as the lowest responsible and responsive bidder with a bid amount of 
$__215,836.31____ and recommended alternates of $__34,559.22 and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the EDA board of directors accepts bid results with 
Timberland Exteriors, LLC in the best interest of the project consistent with the requirements of 
the RFP up to the amount of $_250,395.53__  and authorizes the EDA Director and/or Board Chair 
to execute the post award requirements, related documents, and  finalize a written contract, subject 
to approval by the County Attorney and/or County Board. 
 
 
Adopted this 26th day of March, 2026, at Detroit Lakes, MN. 

 

      EDA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
            Becker County, Minnesota 

 

ATTEST:             SIGNED:   

/s/   Cody Piper             /s/    Tom Klyve    

       Cody Piper       Tom Klyve 
       EDA Director                 Board Chair  
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Bidder/ Contractor Total Base Bid Alt Totals Total w/ Alts
Bid Bond 
Submitted 

RFP 
Responsive 

Responsible 
Contractor Verified

Superior Property Services LLC 165,756.28$       -$  165,756$            N N Y
Timberland Exteriors, Inc. 215,836.31$   34,559.22$      250,396$        Y Y Y
Elmcrest Construction LLC 327,877.95$       72,882.93$          400,771$            N N Y

Refine Homes, LLC 475,515.20$       1,500.00$            477,015$            Y Y Y

Becker County Economic Development Authority
RFP 26-01 

BID TABULATION - Opened March 6th, 2026 @ 1:30pm
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
RESOLUTION 04-26-1F 

AWARD REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) EXTERIOR RENNOVATION OF A 
MULTI-FAMILY BUILDING AND GARAGE 

 
WHEREAS, the Becker County Economic Development Authority (“EDA”) issued a 
Request for Proposals (RFP 26-01) at 401 Maple Ave West, Frazee, Minnesota, 56544; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the EDA received and publicly opened proposals in accordance with the official 
notice on March 6, 2026 at 1:30 pm and were reviewed and evaluated by the EDA Housing 
Subcommittee to ensure accuracy and compliance with technical aspects and proposal 
requirements; and 
 
WHEREAS, the eligible and lowest bid proposal in response to RFP 26-01 was accepted by the 
EDA Board of Directors as Timberland Exteriors, LLC; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED Timberland Exteriors, LLC was identified as the lowest 
responsible and responsive bidder with a bid amount of $215,836.31 and recommended 
alternates up to $34,559.22; and 
 
NOW BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Becker County Board of Commissioners accepts 
the bid results up to the total amount of $250,395.53 and authorizes the EDA Director and/or 
EDA Board Chair to execute the post award requirements, related documents, and finalize a 
written agreement, subject to approval by the County Attorney. 
 
Duly adopted this 7th day of April, 2026, at Detroit Lakes, MN. 
 

      COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
            Becker County, Minnesota 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/             Carrie Smith                 /s/         Erica Jepson    
                 Carrie Smith          Erica Jepson 
                 County Administrator                       Board Chair 
 
 

State of Minnesota ) 
         ) ss 
County of Becker   )  
 
 

I, the undersigned being the duly appointed and qualified County Administrator for the County of 
Becker, State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a 
Resolution passed, adopted, and approved by the County Board of Commissioners at a meeting 
held April 7, 2026, as recorded in the record of proceedings. 
 

 
 
 

  ______________________________ 
  Carrie Smith 
  County Administrator     
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Becker County 
Economic Development Authority 

TO: BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

FROM: CODY PIPER, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

DATE: APRIL 7th, 2026 

REQUEST: SET PUBLIC HEARING – LOCAL HOUSING TRUST FUND ORDINANCE 

SUMMARY: 

The Becker County EDA has identified the need to establish a Local Housing Trust Fund (LHTF) to 
support the development, preservation, and rehabilitation of housing throughout the county. A Local 
Housing Trust Fund provides a flexible, locally controlled funding source that can be used to address 
various housing needs and leverage state and other external funding opportunities. 

The EDA proposes to initially capitalize the fund using available Statewide Affordable Housing Aid 
(SAHA) funds, with the intent to pursue additional funding sources from other eligible revenues. 

Minnesota Counties with Local Housing Trust Funds 

• Chisago County
• Crow Wing County
• Goodhue County
• Hennepin County
• Lake County
• Otter Tail County
• Swift County
• Meeker County
• Sherburne County
• Aitkin County

BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: Set public hearing date April 21st, 2026, to consider adopting a Local 
Housing Trust Fund Ordinance and authorize staff to publish official notice. Establishment of an 
ordinance pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 462C.16 is required to formally create the fund. 

THROUGH:
Economic Development Authority Board & Housing Subcommittee
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Local Housing Trust Fund Summary 

The fund can take a variety of revenue sources such as: 

• Donations (private or philanthropic)
• Bond proceeds (GO bonds, revenue bonds)
• Grants and loans (state, federal, or private)
• Local appropriations (general fund transfers)
• Investment earnings (interest on fund balance)
• HRA levies (housing & redevelopment authority tax levy)

eligible local match revenue commonly includes: 

• Property tax proceeds (levy)
• Local sales tax proceeds
• Tax Increment Financing (TIF) revenues
• Bond or loan proceeds
• Charges for services / fees, recording fees, development fees
• Interest income
• Enterprise fund transfers
• Licensing, permitting, and fine revenues

The fund can be used to disburse funds in the form of: 

• Forgivable loans
• Deferred loans
• Gap financing
• Grants
• Rehabilitation and preservation projects
• Down payment/closing assistance
• Land acquisition and pre development
• Matching programs

Many other MN counties and cities around the state and locally in the region have already 
established and utilized an LHTF in their community and it has become a best practice 
model. The primary requirement would be to set a public hearing for establishing the 
ordinance. 
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Qualifying Project Local Housing Issue 

Emergency rental assistance Economic issue impacting renters - layoffs by predominant 
employer 

Financial support to nonprofit 
affordable housing providers 

Reliance on nonprofit housing providers and donations are down 

Construction of affordable rentals 
or homes for sale 

Low vacancy rates and increasing rents indicate a lack of supply, 
coupled with a lack of developers indicating a need for public 
intervention - construction by the HRA 

Acquisition of existing properties Affordable housing is at risk of being purchased and converted to 
higher rent or sale price; need to preserve the affordability 

Acquisition of land for affordable 

housing 

Land zoned and intended for affordable housing is not resulting in 
it; public ownership allows for greater development control 

Rental Rehabilitation program Disinvestment by landlords, aging housing stock, storm or other 
property damage; improve the habitability, accessibility, and 
energy-efficiency of apartments 

Home Rehabilitation program Disinvestment by homeowners, aging housing stock, gap in other 
programs (i.e. income limits or beyond health and safety 
improvements); improve the habitability, accessibility, and 

energy-efficiency of homes 

Demolition and clearance Blighted properties, removal needed to make room for affordable 
housing development 

Construction or permanent 
financing 

Low vacancy rates and increasing rents indicate a lack of supply, 
developer interest coupled with lack of lenders or high interest 
rates 

Interest rate reduction program Prevalence of high interest rates or variable rate mortgages; lowers 
and stabilizes monthly payments 

Refinancing Unaffordability of existing debt; with ability to offer better terms 

Gap financing Marked difference between the cost to develop and the market 
value of a property or between the cost to develop and what 
occupant can afford; reduces housing cost burden, instability, 
and has potential to reduce home ownership disparities 

Development of market rate 

residential rental properties 
(Greater Minnesota only) 

Sustained low vacancy rates and lack of rental housing is 
impacting ability of businesses to find employees 

Some Examples of Trust Fund Programs
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BECKER COUNTY 
Land Use Department 
915 Lake Avenue • Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 

218-846-7201  

 

Date: April 7, 2026 

Subject: Opening 245th Avenue Across the Solid Waste Campus 

To: Becker County Commission 

Through: Environmental Services Committee 

 

Memorandum 

The proposed opening of Detroit Township 245th Avenue through the Solid Waste 

Campus would significantly disrupt current operations and create compliance risks under 

the State permit governing facility operations. 

At present, all traffic is routed through a single controlled point, ensuring that waste is 

inspected, documented, and paid for prior to exit. Opening an additional access point 

would introduce the risk of unmonitored entry and exit, allowing customers to bypass 

inspection and payment processes. This could result in permit violations, loss of revenue, 

and increased illegal dumping or unpaid disposal (theft of services). 

 

Operational Risks 

• Loss of Controlled Access: Additional entry/exit points would bypass the current 

inspection and payment system.  

• Permit Non-Compliance: State regulations require inspection of all incoming 

waste.  

• Revenue Loss & Enforcement Limits: Without verified customer tracking (e.g., 

license plate or ID), enforcement of unpaid services or illegal dumping is limited.  

 

Required Mitigation Measures 

To maintain compliance and operational control, the following improvements are 

required: 

• Installation of fencing, gates, and controlled access systems at 245th Avenue  
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• Implementation of traffic control measures (barrier arms, intercom system)  

• Upgrades to ticketing and billing systems to track customers via license plate or 

identification  

• Installation of camera systems, internet connectivity, and supporting 

infrastructure  

 

Estimated Project Costs 

• Access control infrastructure: $188,947 – $279,747  

• Road improvements: $20,000 – $25,000  

• Ticketing system upgrades and Wi-Fi: ~$87,600  

Total Estimated Cost: $276,500 – $350,000 

 

Conclusion 

Opening 245th Avenue without significant infrastructure and system upgrades would 

compromise operational control and violate State permit requirements. To proceed, the 

County must invest in security, tracking, and access control measures to ensure all waste 

is inspected and all services are paid for prior to exit. 

1. Funding: Fund 18   
 
2. Action:   

 

3. The point of contact for this memorandum is Steve.Skoog@co.becker.mn.us or by 
phone at  (218) 846-7310. 

 

 
Distribution: County Commissioners 
           County Administrator                            
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
RESOLUTION 04-26-1E 

Detroit Township 245th Ave 
 
WHEREAS, Becker County operates a maintains a full service, State permitted Solid Waste Campus, 
consisting of a demolition landfill, a hazardous waste processing facility, a solid waste transfer station, a closed 
municipal solid waste landfill and a material recovery facility, for benefit of the residents of the Becker County, 
which is located at 24413 County Road 144, Detroit Mn Lakes, MN 
 
WHEREAS, 245th Street is a Detroit Township Minimum Maintenance Road which was closed to the public 
when the Becker County Demolition Landfill was permitted and the Becker County Closed Municipal Solid 
Waste Landfill was capped and turned over to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) Solid Waste 
Closed Landfill Program  as part of the State funded Landfill Cleanup Act in 1996. 
 
WHEREAS, this minimum maintenance road has been maintained by the County and closed to the public for 
approximately 30 years and Detroit Township desires to open the road to the general public in June 2026. 
 
WHEREAS, as a condition to the Landfill Cleanup Agreement between the County and State, Becker County 
has agreed to secure the Closed Solid Waste Landfill in the Closed Landfill Program, 
 
WHEREAS, Becker County has been permitted by the State to have ongoing solid waste activities under 
permit SW-311 and said activities and infrastructure are critical to the residents of Becker County.  As a 
condition to permit SW-311 to conduct ongoing solid waste activities and to protect said solid waste 
infrastructure on the County Solid Waste Campus, the County has agreed to secure the perimeter of the Solid 
Waste Campus adjacent to Detroit Township 245th Ave.   
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED. That the Board of County Commissioners of Becker County, 
Minnesota, approve the necessary expenditures to secure the perimeter of the Becker County Solid Waste 
Campus as a condition to Detroit Township 245th Ave being opened as a public road.  
 
Duly adopted this 7th day of April, 2026, at Detroit Lakes, MN. 
 

      COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
            Becker County, Minnesota 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/             Carrie Smith                 /s/         Erica Jepson    
                 Carrie Smith          Erica Jepson 
                 County Administrator                       Board Chair 
 
 
State of Minnesota ) 
         ) ss 
County of Becker   )  
 
 
I, the undersigned being the duly appointed and qualified County Administrator for the County of Becker, State 
of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution passed, adopted, 
and approved by the County Board of Commissioners at a meeting held April 7, 2026, as recorded in the 
record of proceedings. 
 
 
  ______________________________ 
  Carrie Smith 
  County Administrator     
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Becker County Planning Commission  1 

March 25th, 2026 2 

 3 

 4 

An audio recording of the meeting is available at:  5 

https://www.co.becker.mn.us/government/meetings/planning_zoning/planning_commission/ 6 

 7 

 8 

Members Present: Chairman Dave Blomseth, Commissioner Phil Hansen, Kim Mattson, Jeff 9 

Moritz, Craig Hall, Commissioner Erica Jepson, Kohl Skalin, Nancy Bachmann, Harvey Aho, 10 

Tommy Ailie, and Zoning Administrator Kyle Vareberg. Members Absent: Mary Seaberg, Tom 11 

Disse, John Okeson 12 

 13 

Chairman Dave Blomseth called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 6:00 pm. Becker 14 

County Zoning Technician Nicole Bradbury recorded the minutes. 15 

 16 

Kohl Skalin made a motion to approve the minutes from the November 19th, 2025, and February 17 

25th, 2026, meetings. Hall second. All members in favor. Motion carried.  18 

 19 

Chairman Dave Blomseth explained the protocol for the meeting and stated that the 20 

recommendations of the Planning Commission will be forwarded to the County Board of 21 

Commissioners for final action.  22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

New Business: 26 

 27 

1. APPLICANT: Vertical Bridge on behalf of Justin Aschnewitz 39600 St Hwy 87 28 

Frazee, MN 56544 Project Location: 40789 ST Hwy 87 Frazee, MN 56544 LEGAL 29 

LAND DESCRIPTIONS: Tax ID Numbers: 29.0149.000 & 29.0149.001 Section 24 30 

Township 138 Range 039; 24-138-039 SE1/4 LESS HWY & LESS W 500' OF N 31 

1375.50' OF SE1/4 AKA 15 AC & 24-138-039 WEST 500' OF NORTH 1375.50' OF 32 

SE1/4 AKA TRACT A. APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: 33 

Request a Conditional Use Permit for a two hundred and sixty (260) foot guyed tower 34 

with a nine (9) foot lightening rod. 35 

 36 

Dave Goebel, neighbor, inquired about the location of the tower and from which direction power 37 

would be coming. 38 

 39 

 40 

MOTION: Aho motioned to approve the application. Mattson second. Roll Call; 41 

All in favor. None opposed. Motion carried. 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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2. Vertical Bridge on behalf of Steven F & Leah M Lymburner 27658 Co Rd 156 46 

Osage, MN 56570 Project Location: 45520 Co Hwy 44 Ponsford, MN 56575 47 

LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION: Tax ID Number: 05.0013.000 Section 03 48 

Township 140 Range 037; N1/2 W1/2 NW1/4 AKA NW1/4 NW1/4. 49 

APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a Conditional Use 50 

Permit for a one hundred and ninety (190) foot self-support tower with a nine (9) foot 51 

lightening rod. 52 

 53 

 54 

MOTION: Hall motioned to approve the application. Bachmann second. Roll 55 

Call; All in favor. None opposed. Motion carried. 56 

 57 

 58 

 59 

Other Business: 60 

 61 

I) Election of Officers:  62 

Hall nominated Dave Blomseth for Chairman; Aho Second. Blomseth accepted the 63 

nomination.  64 

Skalin nominated Jeff Moritz for Secretary; Ailie second. Moritz declined the nomination. 65 

Hall nominated Kohl Skalin for Secretary; Moritz Second. Skalin accepted the nomination.  66 

Roll Call; All in favor. None opposed. 67 

 68 

II) Tentative Date for the Next Informational Meeting: April 22nd, 2026; 8:00 am; 3rd Floor 69 

Meeting Room in the Becker County Courthouse, Detroit Lakes, MN. 70 

 71 

 72 

 73 

Since there was no further business to come before the Board, Aho made a motion to 74 

adjourn. Ailie second. All in favor. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 6:09 pm.  75 

 76 

 77 

 78 

________________________________                ________________________________ 79 

David Blomseth, Chairman    Jeff Moritz, Secretary 80 

 81 

ATTEST 82 

      _______________________________________ 83 

          Kyle Vareberg, Zoning Administrator  84 
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