
 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

DATE: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2025, AT 6:00 pm 

LOCATION: Board Room, Courthouse 

 

Agenda: 

1. Meeting was brought to order by Board Chair Meyer. Commissioners in attendance: 

Meyer, Jepson, Nelson, Hansen and Vareberg, County Administrator Carrie Smith, and 

minute taker Peggy Martin.  

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

County Assessor Lee Brekke discussed property assessments and took questions.  

 

Truth in Taxation Presentation: presented by Tanya Hockett and Nicole Ecker at 6:35 pm.  

 

Truth in Taxation concluded at 6:53 pm. 

 

County Highway Five Year Plan: presented by Jim Olson 

 

Highway Project List: 2026 CIP Projects, and SMART Projects 

1. CSAH 22 IN Detroit Lakes – Reconstruction, Trail & Sidewalks 

2. CSAH 37 from TH113 to North County Line – Mill & Overlay 

3. CSAH 39 from CSAH 36 to TH 34 – Reclaim & Pave 

4. CSAH 40 from CSAH 36 to East County Line – Reclaim & Pave w/incinerator ash recycle 

 

Being no further business, Chair Meyer adjourned the meeting at 7:20 pm. 

 

 

 

/s/___ Carrie Smith____________________  /s/____ David Meyer_________ 

 Carrie Smith       David Meyer 

 County Administrator      Board Chair 
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Budget Process

• County Commissioners, Committees and Staff  have 

held work sessions

• The County Commission adopted the preliminary 

budget and tax levy in September.

• The preliminary information was submitted to 

County Auditor-Treasurer to prepare the Truth In 

Taxation notices which were mailed to property 

owners.



Budget Process

• Our goal is to develop a realistic and 
achievable operating budget.

• Future funding sources, as well as 
future spending needs are considered.

• We review our capital plan for Highway 
to consider saving needs for future 
projects.

• The County works to keep a stable tax 
rate and reduction when possible.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://www.flickr.com/photos/68751915@N05/6355840185/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Budget Process

Truth in Taxation Hearing Purpose

The main purpose of  the Truth in Taxation hearing is to 
enhance the public participation in the property tax system 
by allowing a public forum to:

• Discuss the Budget

• Discuss the Proposed Tax Levy

• Explain the Increases / Decreases

• Hear Public Comments and Questions on the Budget/ 
Tax Levy



Becker County  

Truth in Taxation

Property Taxation



Tax 

Capacity/Levy 

Overview

• Tax capacity is the total valuation of  

property in the taxing jurisdiction based on 

market value and statutory class rates.  

• The estimated tax capacity is taken as a 

percentage of  the levy, to determine the 

estimated tax rate.

• The tax rate is what is applied to an 

individual property to determine the 

taxpayer’s liability.



Becker County Tax Rate

Note:  2026 Tax Rate is an estimate based on Net Tax Capacity divided by Levy 

Year Tax Rate

2026 27.6442

2025 27.8133

2024 28.8446

2023 32.0333

2022 35.5711

2021 36.2426

2020 36.7518

2019 37.3719

2018 38.5161

2017 39.8626

2016 38.6678
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10 Reasons Property Taxes Vary From 

Year to Year

1. The market value of  property may change

2. The market value of  other properties in your taxing district may change, shifting taxes 

from one property to another

3. The State general property tax may change

4. Taxing jurisdictions Levies may change

5. Special Assessments may be added to your property tax bill

6. Voters may have approved a school, city/township, county or special district 

referendum

7. Federal and State mandates may have changed

8. Aid and revenue from the state and federal governments may have changed

9. The State Legislature may have changed the portion of  the tax base paid by different 

types of  properties.

10. Other state law change may adjust the tax base.
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Preliminary 

2026 Tax Levies

Debt + General Operations = County Levy as noted above



Preliminary Budget



Recommended Final

2026 Tax Levies

Debt + General Operations = County Levy as noted above



Recommended Final Budget



Comparison



General  $6,206,070.00 
 20%

Public Safety 
 $12,344,285.00 

40%

Highway $2,435,687.00 
 8%

Human Services 
$7,796,717.00 

26%

Recreation , $218,090.00 , 
1%

Debt Service, $1,575,431.00 , 
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Trends



State Funded County Program Aid
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Questions?



2026 to 2030

Public Hearing Date

December 11, 2025

Becker County Highway Department 

5 Year Plan



5-Year Plan Goals

▪ Preserve Existing System

▪ Address Safety Needs

▪ System Improvements/Enhancements



5-Year Plan Funding

▪ State Aid Funds (Gas Tax Monies)

▪ Federal and State Grant Funds

▪ SMART Funds (Local Sales Tax Monies)

▪ Gravel Tax 

▪ Other Funds (Local Partner and/or Private Monies)



2026 to 2030  5-Year Plan



 SMART (Safe, Multi-Modal, Active, Responsible Transportation)

2026 Projects 

 



Smart Tax

▪ Sales tax to fund county, city and township 

transportation projects.

▪ A one half of one percent (.5%) sales tax now 

provides approximately $3.5 million annually.

▪ County Board reaffirms sales tax for use on road 

projects annually and holds Public Hearing



2026 SMART Projects



SMART Project Candidates



Completed SMART Projects



Completed SMART Projects



Highway Project List

2026 CIP Projects, and SMART Projects



Questions/Public Comment
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