
Prairie Phlox:  

Phlox pilosa 
 

 

Cultivation: The preference is full or partial sun, and moist to mesic conditions. The soil can consist of rich loam, 

clay loam, sandy loam, or have some rocky material. Foliar disease doesn't bother this phlox to any significant 

extent. It is difficult to start plants from seeds, but somewhat easier from transplants.  Sometimes, Prairie Phlox 

can be temperamental and short-lived if a site doesn't suit its requirements.  Prairie Phlox appears to benefit from 

the removal of excess debris by wildfires occurring during early spring or the fall.  The nectar of the flowers 

attracts primarily long-tongued bees, butterflies, and skippers. Other visitors include moths and bee flies. Among 

the bee visitors are bumblebees, Anthophorine bees, Miner bees, and Nomadine Cuckoo bees. Butterfly and 

skipper visitors include the American Painted Lady, Sulfurs, Swallowtails, and Cloudywings. 

Plant Structure: This native perennial plant is up to 2' tall and unbranched. The stem is covered with fine white 

hairs. The opposite leaves are up to 3½" long and ½" across, and sparsely distributed along the stem.  The flowers 

may be white, pink, or lavender, and have a mild pleasant fragrance.  Prairie Phlox typically blooms during late 

spring or early summer for about 1–1½ months. This plant has a taproot, and occasionally tillers at the base, 

sending up multiple stems. The small seeds are distributed by the wind to some extent. 


