
Large Flowered Penstamen:  

Penstamen grandiflorus 
 

 
 Cultivation: The preference is full sun, dry conditions, and poor soil containing rocky material or sand. This plant 

is easy to grow in locations that are sunny and well-drained, but it is rather short-lived. However, its seeds are 

fairly easy to germinate. Foliar disease is rarely troublesome; the biggest threat is root rot from poorly drained 

soil. Sometimes spider mites can be found on the foliage, but they appear to cause little damage. This plant has 

excellent drought resistance.  

 
Plant Structure: This is a short-lived perennial plant that forms a basal rosette during its first year, after which it 

produces one or more flowering stalks about 1-3½' tall from a thick rootstock. The basal leaves (2-5" long and 1-3" 

across) are pale grayish green or bluish green. The blooming period occurs from late spring to early summer, 

lasting about 3 weeks. Each flower remains in bloom for only a short time. There is no floral scent. The root 

system consists of a stout taproot with coarse secondary roots. This taproot extends deep into the soil. 


