
Golden Alexander:  

Zizia aurea 
 

 
Cultivation: The preference is wet to moist soil and partial sun. Full 
sun is tolerated if the soil is consistently moist, and light shade is also 
acceptable. The soil should be fertile and loamy. This plant withstands 
occasional flooding, but becomes muddy and ragged-looking if it 
receives too much abuse. The small seeds require light to germinate.   
Habitats include moist black soil prairies, openings in moist to mesic 
woodlands, areas along woodland paths, savannas, thickets, limestone 
glades, thinly wooded bluffs, powerline clearances in wooded areas, 
and abandoned fields. Golden Alexanders occurs in both degraded and 
higher quality habitats. It adapts readily to habitat restorations.  
Golden Alexanders is an excellent addition to a wildflower garden 
because it provides accessible nectar to many beneficial insects with 
short mouthparts during the spring and early summer when such 
flowers are relatively uncommon. 
 

Plant Structure: The preference is full to partial sun, although light shade under trees is tolerated. The 

soil should be moist and loamy, and can contain some rocky material. Foliar disease rarely occurs. The 

seeds can be difficult to germinate, otherwise this plant is easy to grow and maintain.   


