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Front of State & Judicial Affidavit of Candidacy, top section
Notable changes

1. Filing officer must complete this box for every filing 
•	Each filing location tracks the sequential number of  

filings in that location and records the candidate’s fee  
amount based on the office for which they are filing.

•	The filing officer should take payment and circle the payment 
option used: cash, card, petition, or check (providing the  
check number in space provided).

•	The filing officer checks off all applicable to verify: 
1.	 If a judicial candidate, a copy of their license is attached.
2.	 A campaign finance board packet 

was provided for the candidate’s district.
3.	 The filing officer viewed candidate’s  

ID or proof of residence.
4.	 The filing officer reviewed the  

entire affidavit for completeness.
2. Candidate name notes
•	“as {the name] will appear on the ballot”
•	“clearly write or type in mixed upper- and lower-case”
•	“include punctuation and accents”
•	“no professional titles”

3. Contact information
•	Phone number and non-government email address.
•	Checkbox for not having an email, with important note:  

“If you check both this box and the private box below,  
you must provide an address in Campaign Contact.”

4. Residence address section reformatted
•	Private side clarified and includes new check box for completing Address of Residence Form, which is required for this section.
•	Residential street address side labeled “not private” with directions: “Must provide if boxes to the left [in private section] are not checked.”
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Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State
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Front of State & Judicial Affidavit of Candidacy, bottom section
Notable changes

1. Campaign contact section notes
•	Campaign street address is optional 

unless the “private box” is check and  
no email address is provided.
In other words, if a candidate provides an 
email address and checks the “private box,” 
the candidate street address is optional.

2. Affirmation & signature section
•	Updated to include requirements for the 

specific jurisdiction (state and judicial).
•	Candidate pronunciation certification 

added: certifying that the candidate 
either provided a pronunciation, if 
chosen, or they allow the voting system 
to generate the default pronunciation for 
the assistive voting device’s audio.

3. Signature and notary stamp reformatted
•	No content changes, reformatted.
•	Additional space provided  

for notary stamp.
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Back of State & Judicial Affidavit of Candidacy, top section
Notable changes

Affidavit reminders
•	Specific to jurisdiction (state & judicial 

offices), offices filing within that 
jurisdiction (e.g., Governor, Judge), 
and filing locations (OSS or county 
office where the candidate maintains 
residence).

•	Directing candidates for non-major 
political parties to petition information 
on mnvotes.gov.

•	Contact and residence information 
language updated, including guiding 
individuals to the Address of Residence 
Form if they have checked the “private 
box” on the front of the affidavit.

•	Other reminder information updated.
•	New short link created for candidate 

filing information:  
mnvotes.gov/candidates
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Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State
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Back of State & Judicial Affidavit of Candidacy, Address of Residence Form
Notable changes

Placement on the back of affidavit forms
•	Once a separate form, the Address of 

Residence Form is now on the back of 
affidavit forms for ease of use when filing. 

•	Important privacy note: The back side of 
the affidavit of candidacy is considered 
private. Filing officers have no reason 
to copy nor share the back of the form; 
it is meant for candidates requesting 
their information remain private for 
safety reasons, so we have placed a large 
reminder for filing officers, and to notify 
any candidate or member of the public, 
that the information provided on the 
Address of Residence Form is not public.
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Front of County & Special District Affidavit of Candidacy, top section
Notable changes

1. Filing officer must complete this box for every filing 
•	Each filing location tracks the sequential number of  

filings in that location and records the candidate’s fee 
amount based on the office for which they are filing.

•	The filing officer should take payment and circle the 
payment option used: cash, card, petition, or check 
(providing the check number in space provided).

•	The filing officer checks off all applicable to verify: 
1.	 If an attorney or sheriff candidate,  

a copy of their license is attached.
2.	 The filing officer viewed candidate’s  

ID or proof of residence.
3.	 The filing officer reviewed the  

entire affidavit for completeness.
2. Candidate name notes
•	“as [the name] will appear on the ballot”
•	“clearly write or type in mixed upper- and lower-case”
•	“include punctuation and accents”
•	“no professional titles”

3. Contact information
•	Phone number and non-government email address
•	Checkbox for not having an email, with important note:  

“If you check both this box and the private box below,  
you must provide an address in Campaign Contact.” 

4. Residence address section reformatted
•	“Private box” information clarified and includes new check box for completing Address of Residence Form, which is required for this section.
•	Residential street address side labeled “not private” with directions: “Must provide if boxes to the left [in private section] are not checked.”
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Front of County & Special District Affidavit of Candidacy, bottom section
Notable changes

1. Campaign contact section notes
•	Campaign street address is optional 

unless the “private box” is check and no 
email address is provided.
In other words, if a candidate provides an 
email address and checks the “private box,” 
the candidate street address is optional.

•	Campaign website is optional and the 
website address can be updated with the 
filing officer any time (we request this in 
writing through email).

2. Affirmation & signature section
•	Updated to include requirements for the 

specific jurisdiction (county).
•	Candidate pronunciation certification 

added: certifying that the candidate 
either provided a pronunciation, if 
chosen, or they allow the voting system 
to generate the default pronunciation 
for the assistive voting device’s audio.

3. Signature and notary stamp
•	No content changes, just reformatted.
•	Additional space provided  

for notary stamp.
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Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State
Elections Division

Back of County & Special District Affidavit of Candidacy, top section
Notable changes

Affidavit reminders
•	Specific to jurisdiction (county & special 

district offices), offices filing within 
that jurisdiction (e.g., Commissioner, 
Auditor), and filing locations (county or 
district offices).

•	Contact and residence information 
language updated, including guiding 
individuals to the Address of Residence 
Form if they have checked the “private 
box” on the front of the affidavit.

•	Other reminder information updated.
•	New short link created for candidate 

filing information:  
mnvotes.gov/candidates
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Back of all County, City, Town, School District and Special District Affidavits of Candidacy 
Address of Residence Form
Notable changes

Placement on the back of affidavit forms
•	Once a separate form, the Address of 

Residence Form is now on the back of 
affidavit forms for ease of use when filing. 

•	Important privacy note: The back side of 
the affidavit of candidacy is considered 
private. Filing officers have no reason 
to copy nor share the back of the form; 
it is meant for candidates requesting 
their information remain private for 
safety reasons, so we have placed a large 
reminder for filing officers, and to notify 
any candidate or member of the public, 
that the information provided on the 
Address of Residence Form is not public.
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Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State
Elections Division

Front of City, Town, School District & Special District Affidavit of Candidacy, top section
Notable changes

1. Filing officer must complete this box for every filing 
•	Each filing location tracks the sequential number of  

filings in that location and records the candidate’s fee 
amount based on the office for which they are filing.

•	The filing officer should take payment and circle the 
payment option used: cash, card, petition, or check 
(providing the check number in space provided).

•	The filing officer checks off both to verify: 
1.	 The filing officer viewed candidate’s  

ID or proof of residence.
2.	 The filing officer reviewed the  

entire affidavit for completeness.

2. Candidate name notes
•	“as [the name] will appear on the ballot”
•	“clearly write or type in mixed upper- and lower-

case”
•	“include punctuation and accents”
•	“no professional titles”

3. Contact information
•	Phone number and non-government email address
•	Checkbox for not having an email, with important 

note: “If you check both this box and the private  
box below, you must provide an address in  
Campaign Contact.” 
 

4. Residence address section reformatted
•	“Private box” information clarified and includes new check box for completing Address of Residence Form, which is required for this section.
•	Residential street address side labeled “not private” with directions: “Must provide if boxes to the left [in private section] are not checked.”
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Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State
Elections Division

Front of City, Town, School District & Special District Affidavit of Candidacy, bottom section
Notable changes

1. Campaign contact section notes
•	Campaign street address is optional unless 

the “private box” is check and no email 
address is provided.
In other words, if a candidate provides an  
email address and checks the “private box,”  
the candidate street address is optional.

•	Campaign website is optional and the 
website address can be updated with the 
filing officer any time (we request this in 
writing through email).

2. Affirmation & signature section
•	Updated to include requirements for 

the specific jurisdictions (i.e., excludes 
requirements specific to state, county, etc.)

•	Candidate pronunciation certification 
added: certifying that the candidate either 
provided a pronunciation, if chosen, or they 
allow the voting system to generate the 
default pronunciation for the assistive voting 
device’s audio.

3. Signature and notary stamp
•	No content changes, just reformatted.
•	Additional space provided for notary stamp.
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Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State
Elections Division

Back of City, Town, School District, and Special District Affidavit of Candidacy, top section
Notable changes

Affidavit reminders
•	Specific to jurisdiction (city, town, 

school district, and special district 
offices), offices filing within that 
jurisdiction (e.g., Council Member, Town 
Supervisor), and filing locations (city, 
town, or district offices).

•	Contact and residence information 
language updated, including guiding 
individuals to the Address of Residence 
Form if they have checked the “private 
box” on the front of the affidavit.

•	Other reminder information updated.
•	New short link created for candidate 

filing information:  
mnvotes.gov/candidates
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Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State
Elections Division

Back of all County, City, Town, School District and Special District Affidavits of Candidacy 
Address of Residence Form
Notable changes

Placement on the back of affidavit forms
•	Once a separate form, the Address of 

Residence Form is now on the back of 
affidavit forms for ease of use when filing. 

•	Important privacy note: The back side of 
the affidavit of candidacy is considered 
private. Filing officers have no reason 
to copy nor share the back of the form; 
it is meant for candidates requesting 
their information remain private for 
safety reasons, so we have placed a large 
reminder for filing officers, and to notify 
any candidate or member of the public, 
that the information provided on the 
Address of Residence Form is not public.
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ID or Proof of Residence Requirement Options
When filing for office, a candidate must show an ID or approved document (see 
image to right for examples) with the same address as provided on the affidavit. 

Relevant statutes
M.S. 204B.06  |  AFFIDAVITS OF CANDIDACY

When filing the affidavit, the candidate must present the filing officer 
with the candidate’s valid driver’s license or state identification card that 
contains the candidate’s current address of residence, or documentation 
of proof of residence authorized for election day registration in section 
201.061, subdivision 3, paragraph (a), clause (2); clause (3); or paragraph (d) 
(see statute below). 
 
If an original bill is shown, the due date on the bill must be within 30 days 
before or after the beginning of the filing period or, for bills without a due 
date, dated within 30 days before the beginning of the filing period. If the 
address on the affidavit and the documentation do not match, the filing 
officer must not accept the affidavit. The form for the affidavit of candidacy 
must allow the candidate to request, if eligible, that the candidate’s address 
of residence be classified as private data, and to provide the certification 
required under paragraph (c) for classification of that address.

M.S. 201.061  |  REGISTRATION ON OR BEFORE ELECTION DAY
Subd. 3, para. (a), clause (2): presenting any document approved by the 
secretary of state as proper identification
Subd. 3, para. (a), clause (3): presenting a current student fee statement  
that contains the student’s valid address in the precinct together with  
a picture identification card
Subd. 3, para. (d): For tribal band members, an individual may prove 
residence for purposes of registering or updating a registration by: (1) 
presenting an identification card issued by the tribal government of a tribe 
recognized by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, United States Department of 
the Interior, that contains the name, address, signature, and picture of 
the individual; or (2) presenting an identification card issued by the tribal 
government of a tribe recognized by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, United 
States Department of the Interior, that contains the name, signature, and 
picture of the individual and also presenting one of the documents listed 
in Minnesota Rules, part 8200.5100, subpart 2, item B.

Choose one of the following options to  
show proof of residence when you file for office

Valid photo ID with current name and address
MN driver’s license, learner’s permit, ID card, or tribal ID 
with name, address, signature, and photo

OR

Photo ID and an approved document
Photo ID  
can be expired
•	Driver’s license, state ID,  

or learner’s permit issued  
by any state

•	U.S. Passport, U.S. Military  
or Veteran ID

•	Tribal ID with name, 
signature and photo

•	Minnesota university, 
college, or technical  
college ID

•	Minnesota high school ID

And one approved document 
with current name and address
•	Bill, account, or start of service 

statement due/dated within 30 
days of the beginning of the 
candidate filing period: 
•	 phone, TV or internet; 
•	 solid waste, sewer,  

electric, gas, or water;   
•	 banking or credit card;
•	 rent or mortgage

•	Residential lease or rent 
agreement valid through 
Election Day

•	Current student fee statement
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